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The narrow, flat plain that lies between tha Casndian 
Soa and tue foothills of tue alourg Jountadas varies | 
Width from approximitely 29 niles near senshanr (S0°d3 4 

53°34'h) to less tuan S nfles near Bandaree Gas (30°47 

Oo°SI'). Within a few miles of the coust, elevations 
. ‘tie Lrom approainately 60 feet below sen level on the 
q plain to several hundred feet above sea level in tae 
Be Riburs foothilis. (Ihe surface of the Casnian sea is 
approximately 2) feet below sea level.) The nearby Llburs 
q douitains rise to 5990 feet above sea Level Witnin 10 to 
20 miles of the Caspian and te more than 3) ,909 foot 25 to 
SU miles soutn of the coast, 
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A saallow bay, tae Kialij-e Goran, borders the pbain 
“4 . on the northeast. The bay, approximately 25 niles len: un! 
Six miles wide, is nearly enclosed by the idan Kaleh Penin- 
Sula, a sandbar about one mile wide wad 20 miles Pours | ona 
peaiasula has an elevacion of approxisately ld feet ubove 
the Level of the Cuspian and consists midaly of sand daaes 

4 covered With scrub and reeds; it is believed to he unculti- 
: vated and uninhabited. Tae level of tne Caspian nas droped 
apout $ feet since 1929 and the Knalij-e Gorgan is eragunlle 
bein; filled ia by Surrounding warshes, 
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4 The plain is crossed by several large, stcen-sided 
q perennial streans and numerous smaller ones. Tae Neka 
‘4 Rudkaaaeh-yo, the lareest river in the study area, flows 


Westward until it reaches tae village of eka where tie 
river turns nortiward to eater the sea. The snaller streans 
Which cross the plain and enter Kaalijee Gorgan from tae 


south are all less than 10 miles lon. 
a . Tae Caspian plain is one of the country's main arri- 


cultural areas; paddy rice is tne dominant crop but sore 

barley, cotton, and possivly wheat are raised oan thie aicher 

grouad, Deciduous and citrus fruit orchards and winter and 

3 carly spring vegetable gardens are located nenr the settle- 
4 ments. In the uncultivated areas the natural vexetation 


q consists of snrubs and srasses with trees along the water 

q courses, tae foothills and the northern Elburz slopes aave 
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laine forests of mixed hardwoods with some stands of 
beeches and oaks. These forests are generally at and 
above the 1000 foot contour Jevel, 


This portion of the plain ds iheluded in the 
Mazandaran Ostan or provinee waieh vas its capital at 
Sari. According to the 1966 census, tac ostan nas a 
population donsity of approxinately 100 people per square 
mile, Approximately 75 percent of tne ostan's population: 
is rural. Gost of the people live in the numerous small 
villapes that lie in the plain and along the base of tae 
Cootaills, 


The only asphalted road in the area crosses the 
plain along the base of the footniljs linking Gorsan, 
Bandar Saan, Behshanr, Sari, and otner towns to Teneran. 
Scattered rural settloments are connected by a sparse 
network of carth or gravel roads. ‘lost maps show an 
unimproved track running alongs the coast from sabol Sar 
to the castern tip of tne .lian Kaleh Peninsula, but its 
present condition is not known: it is probably passable 
in dry weatner. A railroad line (4! 8 1/2" standard 
gauge) runs from Teneran across the plain to Gorgan, 
rhis is a vranca of a main line that connects Teacran to 
Meshed, 


Cross-country wovement generally would be casy on 
the plain except in some cultivated areas, where shallow 
irrigation ditches restrict movement. Streams are flooded 
occasionally during ‘larch and Avril, when waters fron 
melting snow and tae rainy season. combine, and during tie 
heavier rains of October and Vovenber, but are snallow and 
fordable most of the remainder of tae year. 


The Caspian plain has cloudy, wet winters and hot, 
steamy summers and hign relative humidity throughout the 
year, Sumner temperatures rise to tae 80's and 90's 
durin; the day and drop to the 70's at nisnt; the winters 
are mild wita daily highs in‘the 50's and lows in the 40's. 
Sumer temperatures in conbination with nian relative 
humidities are very oppressive. The area receives apvroxi- 
mately 30 inches of annual rainfall, most of waich falls 
from October througa Jlarcn. Snowery, cloudy periods. occur 
in the summer however, and at least 1 inci of raintall can 
be expected every month in the year. Snowfall is rare. 

Dew is heavy from March to September. Along the coast, it 
is generally cali in the mornings but in the ‘evenings light 
onshore breezes develon. (See Appendix A, Tables 1 througa 
4 for detailed climatic data.) 
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APPENDIX A 
7 Detalled Clinutie Tables for svabol Sar and Gorgan, Tran 
Tavlo 1, Temperaturas: 
A. Mean Daily Mindwun Temperature (°F). 
Be Mean Daily slaxdmun femperature (°R). 
C, Absolute sinduun Tennerature (°F), 
D. wean dumber of Days with wfindmua Tenperatures 
32°F or Lower, 
B. Absolute Maximum lenverature (°F). 
s Table 2.) Precipitation: 
A, Mean Precipitation (Inches). 
B, Greatest aad Least Precipitation (Inches). 
46 elaximun 24-iHour Precipitation (Inches). 
DR. sean Number of Days with Precipitation 
q 20.004 Inch, 
y i. Mean Number of Days with Snowfall. 
: Table 3. Relative iiumidity: 
‘ A. Mean Relative Humidity (4%) at Specified lours. 


4 Table 4, Winds: | 

+4 A. Direction, ‘lean Speed (xnots), and Percentace 
Frequency of Prevailing Surface wind, at 
Snecified flours, 
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bakw, USSR (40°2S4S Adds) ds oan’ important 
petroloum industry center, Tae elty spreads around 
Cue sores of a horsesnog-snapod bay on tne soutnuern 
couse of tha Apshoron Poeninusta. Away from tae SNOrC, 
tie slopes of a Llowelydiug plateau create a natural 
amphitheater surrounding tne hay on three sides. The 
plateau forms the backbone of the Apsacron Peninsula, 
wn eastward extension of tae dGrouter Caucasus, the 
naussive mountain Mange Wadeh nas piven tts nane to the 
repdon, 

Baku has a dry, moderate climate, Precipitation 
is about & inches por year with most falling in the 
colder montis, In tne summer the temperatures are in 
the 80's during tne day and in tae 70's at nigaty; 
Winters are cold with aduhs da the 40's and lows in 
the 39's.  livaporation rates greatly exceed tuo seanty 
radaZall, During the summer not, dry winds from the 
north aad northwest sveep around the vastorn end of 
the Greater Caucasus nountain range, and carry dust 
across the city from the steppes to the north. The 
slopes of the Apsieron Peninsula are treeless an 
barren. There is little mreenery, altaouga the municipal 
authorities permit diversion of sone Water to sustain 
trees and shrubbery in parks and agloas avenues. Theo 
gardens, orchards, and Vineyards surroundias tae city are 
irrigated from deep wells. | he nearest Sorested area is 
more than 40 miles to the northwest on the slopes of the 
Greater Caucasus. (See Appendix bo, Tables 5 through 8 
for detailed climatic data.) 

Copies of the following maps are enclosed with this 
report: . 
5 sheets of the U.S. Army Map Service's 
toposrapaic series K502 at 1: 250,000, 
dated 1961. (2 copies cach) 


1 sheet of the ACIC's ONG series at 
1:1,000,000, dated 1968. (1 copy) 


1 sheet of Bartholomew's eliddle East 
© at 1:4,000,000, dated 1970, (1 copy) 


6 sheets of the Iranian National 
Cartosraphic Centre's Forestry series 
at 1:50,000, dated 1968. (1 copy each) 
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APPENDIX BO, 
Detailed Climatic Tables for Baku, USSR 


Table 5, Temperature: 


A. Moan Daily Temperature (°F) at 1300 LST. 

B. Mean Daily Mindiwun Tenperature (°F). 

C. Absolute Maximum Tenperature (°F), anh 
D. Absoluce Minimuin Teuperature (°F). 


Table 6. Precipitation: 


A. ideoan Precipitation (Inches). 

B. ‘Maximum 24-ilour Precipitation (Inches). 

C. Greatest and Least Monthly and Annual 
Precipitation (Inches). 

D. Mean Number of Days with Precipitation 
20.004 Inches, 

E. Meun Number of Days with SnowLall. 


Table 7. Relative Ifumidity: 
A. Mean Relative Humidity (%) at Specified Hours. 
Table 8. Winds: 


A. Frequency of Winds (%) and Maximum Wind Speeds 
(Knots) by Directions. 
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Table LA. 


_Station _ Jan Feb 
Babol Sar 39 41 
Gorgan 40 40 


Table 1B, 


Babol Sar 85 54 


Gorgan 56 58 


ee ANNA epee cuneate 


Table 1C 


vabol Sar i9 22 


Gorgan 16 27 
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RIVE TL: 
Table 2A. ean Precipitation (Inches) 


7 : ee ew Jun. dul Aaa =n SS 
Station Jan Feb “far Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sen Oct NOV Lec irs 
IO ADT a Eee OV Bec rr. 


Babol Sar 3.7 2.4 2.5 1.5 0.6 Led 1.Z 2.8 2.6 S25 4.2 3.3 Sl. 


_ Gorgan 2.0 264 4.2 2.38 2.0 1.3 1.5 3.9 1.4 4.0 3.5 2-L 28.5 


Table ZB. Greatest and Least Precipitation (Inches) 


ae ces, rnp SS re 
Greatest ° 
Station Least Jar Feb Mar Apr ay Jun Jul AUS sep Oct ov ec Yre 
* Se ree a Se ee et 
| Babol Sar Greatest 9.35 5.8 4.7 -2.7 1.6 4.0 4.6 5.2 6.9 39.35 7.4 9.6 36.5 
: Least 0.4 0.8 ed 0.4 T= Be 0.2 0.4 0.7 1.5 1.6 0.2 29.4 
7 Gorgan Greatest 3.7 5.7 7.5 5.6 4.2 4.5 5.4 1.6 2.4 19.5 6.5 3.4 50.5 
- Least 0.6 1.90 Sed Les 0.4 Be 0.5 0.4 0.6 0.7 1.5 0.5 22.3 
: 
y re eee es nnn cee ee ee a a 
Table 2C,. ‘laximum 24-lour Precipitation (Inches) 
i EE ee ee ee en eS eS —— 
i Otation Jan Feb Mar Anr ifay Jui Jul Aur Sen Oct oy dec Yrs 
Pee ee ek a re a OF ee re 


sabol Sur 1.9 1.4 1.4 1.6 1.2 1.9 i.7 2.1] 4.1 3.5 3.4 22 3.4 


Gorean 3.0 Led 1.4 2 el 2.9 1.7 1.6 
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Table 3A 


Hour 


Station (LST) 
aoe). ot 


Babol Sar 0700 
1390 
1600 


Gorgan 0700 
1300 


T 
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Mean Relative Humidity ($) at Specified ilours 


Jan Feb Mar Apr lay Jun Jul Aug Sen : 
eee a — Ue a 
94 93 a5 95 92 2£§ 87 om § 92 95 
74 73 73 75 67 63 66 66 66 66 
74 73 77 74 70 rs 67 67 ey 75 
81 79 84 81 79 75 735 78 77 $i 
66 62 66 64 54 53 54 5 54 S7 
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Tavle 2D. Mean Number of Days with Precipitation > 0.004 Inches 


ee ee 


Station Jan Feb —s Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct 


Sabel Sar 10 9 8 2 oe 4° 6 4 6 6 19 


Table 2E,. ° ean Number of Days with Snowfall 


Babol sar T* 1 T* 0 0 0 0 0 | 6 


Gorgan are: 1 1 0 9 0 0 0 0 9 0 i 4 
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Table 1D. 


eee es-3 es Se a sen ee 
Station Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug scp Oct NOV ec Ffotal 
Bavol Sar 3 5 v pe 0 0 0 2 0 4] 1 3 23 


Tapvle 15. 


Zabol »2ar 32 


ee. 


*p -- Partial 
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78 88 88 95 I] 95 95 95 -99 $1 Ss] 


Approved For Release 2001/12/05 : CIA-RDP85T00875R000600030004-5 


Table 4A. CONTIBEN TIAL Appendix A. $ | . 


Direction, Mean Speed (Knots) , and Percentage Frequency of Prevailing Surface 
Wind, at Specified Hours. (Prevailing wind is wind that occurs most often. 
Calm indicates wind speed <1 Knot.) 


a tt ye eee 


Hour 7 

Station (LST) Jan Feb Mar Apr Hay Jun Jul Aug sep Oct Nov Bec 

{ om tn ee Ee eee 

Babol SAR 9700 S/3 Calm Calm Calm Caln Cain Calm Caln Cain Cain Cain Cain 
| 29 57 50 54 47 52 51 43 33 43 34 ae 


| 1600 Nii/4 NE/S NzE/S NE/6 NE/S NE/6 NW/G NE/6  N/5 Si/5 x 
30 34 36 26 29 35 37 36 27 
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Appendix B. 


Table SA. Mean Daily Temperature (°F) at 13500 LST 
ES A) at 1500 LST 


Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct SOV Dec ir: 
take th ee ie Sep ct sav ies ves 


Baku 41-42 46 54 67 77 $2 $2 7a 66 53 46 51 


Table SB. Mean Daily Minimum Temperature (°F) 


Baku 34 36 39 46 56 66 72 72 66 58 46 40 52 
a eee ee 
Table 5C, Absolute Maximun Temperature (°F)* 


Baku 65 71 77 85 92 97 uo 59 91 $8 &0 7039 


Table Sp. : Absolute Minimun Tenperature (°F) 


AE ite apg RRR ol eee ee cee cae len, 


Baku G 3.1 1.5 2.6 2.8 1.1 1.0 9.7 0.8 
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Table 6A. Mean Precipitation (Inches) 


Baku 1.0 0.6 0.8 0.8 0.5 0.3 0.2 0.5 0.6 0.9 1. 0.9 $.1 


Table 63. Maximum 24-ilour Preciritation (Incnes) 


Baku 1.0 0.7 1.0 0.9 0.6 O.4 0.5 9.6 0.7 1.2 0.7 1.0 L<2 


eee <ttectt ee 


Table 6C. Greatest and Least Monthly and Annual Precipitation (Inches) 


2 
L T* 0.0 O.1 0.2 0.1 0.0 %U.O 0.0 9 


Table 6D. Mean Number of Days with Precipitation 20.004 Iaches 

Baku 9 8 6 5 4 3 2 2 4 6 7 $s 64 
Table 68. Mean Number of Days with Snowfall 

Banu 4 4 2 ? uy) 9 0 W 9 0 i= 2 il 
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Table 8A. Frequency of ivinds (%) and Maxinun vind Speeds (Knots) by Directions 
January 
Wind 
Station Speeds N NE E SE s Siv Ww hoe C2in TYotais 
(\nots): 
Baku 2--10 ‘49 2 2 5 9 6 2 8 S 52 
ll -- 20 12 i 9 1 5 § 1 7 35 
21 -- 29 5 0 0 0 1 2 0 2 id 
> 29 4 -- -=- -+ 3 rf] aeh 1 = 
Total 31 3 rs 6 is 14 3 18 s 299 
laxinun 40 14 15 14 1S 18 12 2s 
February 
Baku Z -- 10 il 2 2 7 § 5 2 9 4 53 
ll -- 20 14 1 0 2 7 4 0 6 34 
21 -- 29 6 -- -- -- 2 1 -- 2 1: 
? 29 4 0 -- -- 3 a) -- I : = 
Total 35 3 2 o LZ id 2 1s 4 IS 
Maximum 24 16 7 10 20 18 10 24 
Marca 
Baku 2-- 10 10 2 1 6 8 4 2 7 5 as 
Ji-- 20 15 1 1 2 10 3 0 4 3¢ 
Z1-- 29 6 6 -- 0 3 i == 1 li 
aie 6 -- -- 7 L C -- i 3 
Total 37 3 2 g 22 ; is 3 re 
Maximun Approved For Relgase 200/41 2/05 : GIA-RDP8é fhos7sRqgbsoo03app4-s zs 
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Station Speeds N NE E SE S Si " NW Cais Totais 
(Knots) 
Baku 2 -- 10 3 1 2 s il 3 i 6 7 we 
11 -- 20 13 1 6 § 12 3 1 S 32 
21 -- 29 4 == ae 4] 2 1 a Z 3 
> 29 5 -- -- — +] 4] -- 1 $ 
Total Si 2 1 12 25 7 z i3 7 233 
Maxinum 34 1¢ 6 14 3 13 £2 29 
May 
q Baku 2.°=) 10 2 2 1 8 10 4 1 7 7 45 
a 11 -- 20 is it 0 i) li 1 2 T 38 
3 21 -- 29 7 0 a 0 3 9 0 1 é 
> 29 4 -- sol -- 9 -- a 1 $ 
Ee Total 35 2 1 li 21 3 2 16 7 ide ; 
a Haxinun 28 12 $ 12 16 i2 18 20 
June 


saku 2 -- 10 9 2 1 10 10 3 2 7 6 323 

11 -- 20 17 1 ] 2 6 1 1 6 a+ 

21 -- 23 S 0 aid 0 0 -- 2] 2 it 
| oe 7 29 5 oc ~ _ 9 -- -- i é | 
Total 33 3 1 12 18 4 3 16 6 383 | 
4 Maxinunr: 34 14 3 12 16 7 12 23 | 
OARIF Neary: | 
i Approved For Release 2001/1 2105 CIA HOP8$ {009%4R000600030004-5 | 
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Table 7A, i 1 | 
i Mean Relative Humidity ($) at Specified Hours 
liours 
LST J 
7 (LST) an__Feb Mar Apr May Aug Ser Act Noy Dec Yr 
aku F a 
x 0700 87 87 79 71 66 65 79 75 4 §7 8S Z. 
: ov “9 
300 77 75 72 68 63 59 $7 60 6S 72 77 78 69 


2100 oo 7 
| 86 87 86 82 78 73 71 74 77 84 87 36 $3 
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Station Speeds x NE rt SE S Si ae se C2in Tetalis 
{Knots} 
Baku 2 -- 10 12 3 2 s 19 5 2 a 4 35 
il -- 20 11 1 Zl 5 8 2 a g 39 
Z1 -- 29 6 g 0 rT] 1 1 9 i 3 
7? 29 + -- -- — i 3 Q i $ 
Total 35 4 3 12 29 3 2 15 g ren] 
“laxinun 28 “12 1Z 2 16 16 16 24 
OE ye i 
OVenber 
3aku 2 “+ 10 135 3 4 7 id s z $ S 37 
ll -- 29 12 i 1 3 "2 2 3 § 32 
21 -- 29 5 -~ -- -- 1 1 0 I 7 
> 29 5 0 -- -- -- Ht -- 1 4 
otal 32 4 5 i9 18 s 2 15 5 103 
Waxinun 26 § 3 10 14 16 12 29 : 


zd 
: 


Decendser 
Baku 2+- 1¢ 12 4 3 5 3 6 35 il i §9 

ll -- 29 19 i 1 1 5 4 i $ 25 
21 -- 29 a -- -- -- 1 2 9 1 3 
>29 3 -- -- -- 9 9 -- 1 4 
Total 25 5 4 6 15 Zz 4 18 7 130 
Llaxinun 25 19 lo lo 16 1s 14 23 

LUT FICE TLL censoooso00es 
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(Knots) 
a eee 
Raku 2 -- 10 9 2 1 3 2 
ll. == 20 22 2 0 5 : ji 3 
21 a= 99 10 0 -- -- -- -- ae 
> 29 ee ee Ze ae Sa a ae 
Total 48 4 i 32 19 2 2 
Maxinun 34 12 7 g 12 8 9 


August 
daku z2 -- 10 11 3 1 19 3) 2 2 
1 2290 2 2 1 5 4 3 3 
21 -- 29 9 0 oS eS eas ies == 
= 29 5 -- -- -- -- -- -- 
Total 48 5 2 13 10 2 2 
Maxinun 4 14 7 3 10 & 9 


Septenber 
Baku 2-85 10 jl 3 2 10 3 2 2 
li -- 20 = 5 i z 4 6 1. a 
2h So. 29 3 0 -- -- 0 0 -- 
> 29 4 0 -- -- -- -- -- 
focal oS 4 3 4 is 2 re 
axinum 24 18 3 19 14 ig 13 


ys if a : ip va f i 
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